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Uninsured population in Polk County by Federal Poverty Level (FPL)
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Uninsured Population Served By Polk County Indigent HealthCare
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Coverage Gap Marketplace Subsidies

6,304 Served by Polk HealthCare Plan

36,563 Served by Community Partners

62,453 potentially eligible for Marketplace Subsidies

42,867 
Served

Serving  75% 
of the uninsured population 

at or below 200% FPL

Indigent HealthCare Program

INDIGENT HEALTHCARE

For more information or to request a speaker contact: 
Lauren Lengyel, Indigent HealthCare Communications 
863-534-6046 or 863-232-9515 or laurenlengyel@polk-county.net

3.1 Million
people in the state of 
Florida are uninsured

Approximately

97,996
people in Polk County are  

uninsured
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2014  Population  634,638

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2013 American Community Survey B27016. Based on a 608,309 test population out of 623,009 total population
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2014 American Community Survey B27016. Based on a 620,664 test population out of 634,638 total population

Health Coverage Status for Polk County Population

to Polk County’s healthcare community

Current Statistics



                                 2016 Ballot Language            
Shall Polk County continue the existing one-half cent indigent care surtax 
to provide access to basic healthcare for indigent residents of Polk County? 
The 25-year extension will fund a broad range of health care services for low 
income Polk County residents, including the elderly and children. 

Yes No

 

Non-mandates refer to the programs within Polk County’s Healthcare Safety 
Net that are funded by the sales surtax, but not mandated by the State or 
Federal government. These programs serve individuals, who are ineligible for 
mandated or state funded programs. 

90 Years of Indigent HealthCare in Polk County
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 voted to put the indigent

healthcare sales sur
ballot in 2016. If approved by
voters, the tax will be renewed 

r 25 years.

 

 

 

 

Voter referendum to extend the 
half cent indigent healthcare
sales tax in November.

2016 VOTER REFERENDUM

POLK
HEALTHCARE 
PLAN
BoCC approved the 
Polk HealthCare Plan 

 

 

POLK GENERAL
CLOSES ITS DOORS 
BoCC voted to close the hospital and 
only operate clinics.

 

INDIGENT HOSPITAL
TO BE BUILT
Polk County voters approved 
taxes for an indigent hospital to
be built in Bartow that would 
be known as Polk General 
Hospital.

 

HALF-CENT 
INDIGENT 
HEALTHCARE  
SALES SURTAX

Voters approve a one half-cent sales surtax called 
the “indigent healthcare sales tax” for 15 years. 
The tax funds the county’s healthcare safety net.

2004

Where do the tax 
dollars go?
Today the County’s healthcare safety net or Indigent HealthCare program 
sustains operations, Federal/State Mandates as well as the program 
services called non-mandates. 

The indigent healthcare sales surtax generates between $32 Million and 
$40 Million dollars a year on average. Fiscal year 2014/2015, the tax drew 
in nearly $36 Million.

NON-MANDATED PROGRAMS

Community Partners 
is a service available 
to those who may not 
qualify for the PHP. 
This service connects 
uninsured residents 
to free or discounted 
clinics, specialty care 
services, and dental 
services. 

Outreach & Education 
Services
• Mobile Unit
• Diabetes Nutrition  
  and Education classes
• Chronic Care Case 
  Management

Polk HealthCare Plan 
(PHP) is a healthcare plan 
for qualifying residents 
that have no other 
choice for healthcare 
or insurance. The plan 
provides members with 
access to a network 
of primary and urgent 
care providers, five area 
hospitals and emergency 
services.

$237,438$8,877,971$16,771,445

MANDATED PROGRAMS

Medicaid 
County cost share 
for health care 
services for 
those qualifying 
individuals

$10,172,839

Health Care 
Responsibility Act 
(HCRA) 
Florida Statutes 
154.301-154.331 to 
provide payment for 
Polk indigent out-of-
county emergency 
care 

$2,464,632

Florida Dept. of 
Health (FDOH)
Polk County 
Florida Statute 
154.01(2), for 
Environmental 
Health Services, 
Primary Care Services, 
Community Disease 
Control

$379,297

Behavioral Health 
Services
Florida Statute 
394.76 to provide 
alcohol, drug abuse 
and mental health 
services. 
The county does this 
through Tri-County 
Human Services and 
Peace River Center

$1,145,930

Mandates are also funded by the indigent healthcare half-cent tax. 
Mandates include Medicaid, behavioral health and substance abuse, 
HCRA, and the FDOH.  These are programs that require funding regardless 
of whether or not the funding can be provided by the indigent healthcare 
sales surtax. 

• Residents
• Seasonal Residents
• Tourists; Day Visitors
• Indigent HealthCare Service Clients

EVERYONE who is spending money in Polk County!

Who pays the tax?

Indigent HealthCare Program

INDIGENT HEALTHCARE


