
Water Conservation
    Our future is in your hands

2017 Polk County Utilities Water Conservation Calendar

Christian F.
6th Grade

Solutions Academy



Glorimar P.
9th Grade

Summerlin Academy



• Temperatures are cool and 
plant growth is limited.  

• Water only as needed or 
set irrigation controller 
for once every 2 weeks.

• Clean and repair 
irrigation components.

• Add mulch to landscapes.

New Year’s Day

Florida Arbor Day
arbor-day.net

Paige H.
2nd Grade

Dundee Elementary

Martin Luther King 
Day

February

December

January



Allan C.
4th Grade
Jewett School of the Arts



Graciela F.
6th Grade
B&G Club

World Wetlands Day 
ramsar.org

World Whale Day
pacificwhale.org

Lincoln’s Birthday

Valentine’s Day

Presidents’ Day

Mardi Gras

Florida Bicycle Month

Groundhog Day

March

January

February
• Water only as needed or 

set irrigation controller 
for once every 2 weeks.

• Add compost when 
renovating garden beds.

• Convert to 
microsprinklers for tree or 
shrub beds and patios.

• Set irrigation systems 
to establish separate 
zones for turf and annual 
flowers from trees and 
shrubs.

• Use slow release fertilizers 
to reduce the fast growth 
that stimulates plant water 
demands.



Thomas G.
10th Grade

Summerlin Academy



• Water only once per week.
• Check rain shut-off device to 

make sure it is functioning.
• Calibrate irrigation zones to 

apply ½ to ¾ inch of water 
per application.

• Flush micro-irrigation 
systems and clean the filter.

• Check spray emitters to 
make sure the water pattern 
overlaps.

Fix a Leak Week
epa.gov/water

sense

Louise L.
9th Grade

Solutions Academy

Spring Obsession 
Garden Celebration
springobsession.org

National Wildlife 
Week

nwf.org

UN Water Day
unwater.org/world

waterday

Manatee 
Appreciation Day

Take a Walk in the 
Park Day

Daylight Savings 
Time

St. Patrick’s Day

April

February

March



Abigail C.
5th Grade

Inwood Elementary



• Base watering frequency 
on plant needs.

• Install or expand 
“hardscape” – walkways, 
patios, decks – with 
permeable materials.

• Plant drought–tolerant 
plants.

• Check and repair 
irrigation problems.

May

March

Savannah H.
6th Grade

Summerlin Academy

National Arbor Day
arborday.org

National Bat
Appreciation Day

Earth Day
earthday.org

Project EAGLE
keepwinter

havenbeautiful.org
Save The 

Frogs Day

Palm Sunday Passover Good Friday Holy Saturday

Easter

April



Valena R.
1st Grade

Dundee Elementary



• Use slow release fertilizers 
to reduce the fast growth 
that stimulates plant water 
demands.

• Consider enlarging 
mulched areas and 
reducing turf areas.  Plant 
more trees.

• When planting, group  
plants according to water 
requirements.

• Check and repair 
irrigation problems.

Malaki H.
7th Grade

Solutions Academy

American Wetlands Month
water.epa.gov/type/wetlands/outreach

National Drinking 
Water Week

awwa.org

World Turtle Day
tortoise.com

Armed Forces Day

Ramadan

Memorial Day

National Day of 
Prayer

Cinco de Mayo 7 Rivers Water
Festival

June

April

May



Jaison B.
2nd Grade

Dundee Elementary



• Make sure the rain shut-
off device is functioning 
properly.

• With the onset of the rainy 
season, reduce irrigation 
frequency based on rainfall.

• Consider rain barrels to 
capture water off roofs.

• Check and clean irrigation 
filter.

• Correct all irrigation 
problems.

Marla D.
2nd Grade

Dundee Elementary

National Trails Day
nationaltrails

day.org

UN World Environ-
mental Day

unep.org/wed

Great American 
Campout

nwf.org/Great-
American-Campout.

aspx

World Oceans Day
worldoceans

day.org

National Get 
Outdoors Day

National Marina Day

Flag Day

Father’s Day Juneteenth

July

May

June
Great Outdoors MonthTM - greatoutdoorsmonth.org

National Rivers Month - americanrivers.org



Aleecia P.
3rd Grade
Jewett School of the Arts



• Adjust irrigation controller to 
water only as needed.

• Disconnect irrigation to 
drought tolerant and native 
plants.

• Direct downspouts a into 
landscaped areas and not 
onto hard, impervious 
surfaces.

• Make sure the rain shut-off 
device is working.

Zelene J.
4th Grade

 Jewett School of the Arts

Recreation and Parks Month - dep.state.fl.us
Lakes Appreciation Action Month - lakeseducation.org

National Moth Week
National

MothWeek.org

International Tiger
Day

TigerDay.org

Independence Day

August

June

July



Rebekah A.
7th Grade

Solutions Academy



• Adjust your irrigation 
system to account for 
rainfall.

• Check the rain shut-off 
device.

• Check irrigation 
system for leaks and 
malfunctions.

Shaliah S.
2nd Grade

Dundee Elementary

World Elephant Day
WorldElephant

Day.org

International Take
A Hike Day

September

July

August



Greg A.
8th Grade

Solutions Academy



• Irrigate only according to 
plant needs.

• Save water by planning 
landscape modifications for 
cooler, dryer months.

• Check and clean irrigation 
filter.

• Use slow release fertilizers 
to reduce fast growth that 
stimulates plant water 
demands.

Tyquez C.
8th Grade

Solutions Academy

National Pollution 
Prevention Week
Http://epa.gov/

p2week

World Rivers Day
WorldRivers

Day.com

International
Coastal Clean-Up
oceanconservancy.

org

World Rhino Day
worldRhino

Day.org

National Estuary Day

National Public Lands 
Day

Labor Day

Rosh Hashana

Yom Kippur

October

August

September



Elliott L.
11th Grade

Summerlin Academy



• Adjust irrigation timers to 
water no more than once per 
week.

• Consider replacing some turf 
areas with drought-tolerant 
ground cover.

• Replenish mulch.  Expand 
mulch areas.

• Landscape with drought-
tolerant plants.

• Correct irrigation problems.

Kaylee P.
5th Grade

Calvary Baptist Church Academy

UN Natural
Habitat Protection 

Day
unhabitat.org

Earth Science Week
earthsciweek.org

Columbus Day

Halloween

November

September

October



Emily W.
11th Grade
Summerlin Academy



• Make sure irrigation system 
is functioning properly.

• Convert tree and shrub beds 
to micro sprinklers and put 
them on separate zones from 
turfgrass.

• Plant more trees to conserve 
energy and water.

• Check the rain shut-off 
device.

Esteshkaly M.
9th Grade

Summerlin Academy

Charlotte Harbor
Nature Festival

CHNEP.org

America Recycles 
Day

kaab.org

Veteran’s Day

Thanksgiving

December

October

November



Viktoria S.
6th Grade

Lawton Chiles Middle Academy



• Check and clean 
irrigation filter.

• Set irrigation frequency 
to once every 2 weeks.

• Troubleshoot entire 
irrigation system 
and clean, adjust or 
replace malfunctioning 
components.

Jessica K.
11th Grade

Summerlin Academy

Chanukah

Christmas Eve Christmas Kwanzaa

New Year’s Eve

January 2018

November

December



January

May

September

February

June

October

March

July

November

April

August

December

2018
Mareliz M., Summerlin AcademyHolden P., 10th Grade, Summerlin Academy



7 Rivers Water Festival ....................................... polk-county.net/7Rivers
Association of Florida Native Nurseries....................................... afnn.org
Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program ............................. chnep.org
EPA WaterSense ...................................................... epa.gov/watersense 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection................dep.state.fl.us
Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission .................. myfwc.com
Florida Irrigation Society, Inc. ..................................................fisstate.org
Florida Native Plant Society ........................................................ fnps.org
Florida On-line Composting Center ............................... compostinfo.com 
Florida Plant Information ..................................... floridata.com/index.cfm
Florida Section American Water Works Association ............... fsawwa.org
Florida Water Star ..................................................FloridaWaterStar.com
Florida Wildlife Extension .......................................wec.ufl.edu/extension
Florida Yards ....................................................................floridayards.org
Florida’s Water.............................................floridaswater.com/index.html
Friends of the Parks Foundation, Inc.......................friendsoftheparks.net
Keep Polk County Beautiful ..........................keeppolkcountybeautiful.org
Lake Region Audubon Society ...........................................lakeregion.net
Lake Watch ............................................................. lakewatch.ifas.ufl.edu
Lakes Education/Action Drive....................................LakesEducation.org
Leave no Trace .............................................................................. Lnt.org 
National Lands 4th Grade Pass...............................EveryKidinaPark.gov
National Recreation and Parks Association.............................. NRPA.org
Natural Resources Conservation Service...........nrcs.usda.gov/programs
Ocean Conservancy ............................................OceanConservancy.org
Polk County Florida Yards & Neighborhoods .....http://polkfyn.ifas.ufl.edu
Polk County Utilities..............................................polk-county.net/Utilities
Polk Lake Atlas .....................................................polk.wateratlas.usf.edu
South Florida Water Management District ............................... sfwmd.gov
Southwest Florida Water Management District ............. watermatters.org
St. Johns River Water Management District .......................... sjrwmd.com
Tampa Bay Water .......................................................tampabaywater.org
The Nature Conservancy..........................................................nature.org
The Ocean Project ....................................................theoceanproject.org
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.........................................epa.gov
U.S. Geological Survey ..............................................................usgs.gov
U.S.G.S. Water Education ...................ga.water.usgs.gov/edu/index.html
USF Florida Plant Atlas ................................... Florida.PlantAtlas.usf.edu

Helpful Conservation Websites:

Monthly tips courtesy of Florida Yards & Neighborhoods 

Sofia R., 2nd Grade, Jewett School of the Arts

Mason W., 3rd Grade, B&G Club

Abby G., 3rd Grade, Solutions Academy



Destiny S., 3rd Grade, B&G Club Clayton A., Summerlin Academy Jarecei G., B&G Club

Pictures in this calendar are chosen from Polk County Utilities’ annual Water Conservation Art 
Contest.  Thank you to all of our artists and to the judges who attended the 7 Rivers Water Festival 
in May, 2016.

For more information, go to the Polk County Utilities website, polk-county.net/Utilities

Polk County Utilities is committed to meeting the highest customer service and water quality 
standards, performing continuous monitoring and maintenance activities, and providing long-term 
planning and development for drinking water quality improvements.

Polk County Utilities Administration
(863) 298-4100
1001 Jim Keene Blvd., Winter Haven, FL 33880

Polk County Board of County Commissioners
(863) 534-6000
www.polk-county.net




