
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sidewalk Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

Meeting Date: January 5, 2016 

Meeting Location: Neil Combee Administration Building (Room 413) 

Time: 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attendees: 

Bill Beasley   Polk County County Manager’s Office 

Jay Jarvis   Polk County Roads & Drainage Division 

 

Members: 

Bill Skelton   Polk County Roads & Drainage Division 

Joe Montoya   Polk County Roads & Drainage Division (absent with notice) 

Amy Gregory   Polk County Roads & Drainage Division 

Wade Allen   Polk County Roads & Drainage Division 

Tom Deardorff   Polk County TPO 

Larry Hermes   Polk County School Board 

Sgt. Michael Bissett  Polk County Sheriff’s Office (absent) 

John Hansen, chairman  Commissioner Appointee District 1 

Rebecca Leng   Commissioner Appointee District 2 (absent with notice) 

Charlotte Thomas  Commissioner Appointee District 3  

Thomas Hines   Commissioner Appointee District 4 

Anthony Lawrence  Commissioner Appointee District 5  

 

Non-Member: 

Myra Glisson   Polk County Roads & Drainage Division 

 

Community Guests: 

Harry Lyon   Ridge Community High School 

Anally Hernandez  Young American Dreamers 

Rosa Hernandez  Young American Dreamers 

Jorge Cruz   Young American Dreamers 

Deysi Garcia   Young American Dreamers 

Stephen Richards  Young American Dreamers 

Daniel BaraJas   Young American Dreamers 

Nataly Perez   Young American Dreamers 

Veronica Perez   Young American Dreamers 

 

 

 



1.  Roll Call and Introductions 
John Hansen called the meeting to order at 6:00. 
Roll call was taken. Sgt. Michael Bissett was absent, Joe Montoya and Rebecca Leng were absent with 
notice. 
 
2. Review and Approve Minutes 
Minutes from the November 3, 2015 meeting were approved. 
 
3.  Old Business 
No old business. 
 
A moment of silence was observed for Enrique Hernandez. His death was the catalyst for the forming of 
this organization. Three years ago, 17-year old Enrique was walking to school along a section of Old Dixie 
Highway that did not have sidewalks. He was struck and killed by a passing motorist. Today would have 
been his 20th birthday.  
 
4.  Public Comment 
Harry Lyon from Ridge Community High School expressed a need for sidewalks to provide a safe 
walkway for the school children. There are sidewalks that border the school property, but none that 
lead into the community. 2,600 students attend the school and there are 200 staff members. 40% of the 
students walk or ride their bicycles in the road to get to and from school. Ridge Community is the largest 
populated school in the county. The school’s address is 500 Orchid Drive, Davenport, but they are inside 
the city limits of Haines City.  
 
The students would benefit from a sidewalk leading from the school, south to Patterson Road, which is 
about 2,000’.  
 
Three adjacent properties run south from the school to Patterson Road. The property next door to the 

school is owned by New Horizon Church. They are constructing a sanctuary and plans include installing a 

sidewalk along Orchid Drive. This will aid the school for about 1/3 of the sidewalk they need to cover the 

2000’. The south property at the corner of Orchid Drive and Patterson Road is owned by the City of 

Haines City. Mr. Lyons has met with City Manager, Jonathan Evans and Assistant City Manager, David 

Johnson. They posed interest in assisting with sidewalk construction for the school. The city is willing to 

oversee an inter-local agreement with the government agencies involved. They also indicated they 

would assist with funding.  That segment would cover the south 1/3 of the sidewalk needed. The middle 

1/3 of the 2000’ is a grove owned by Warren McKnight. He has not been approached, but it is possible 

Mr. McKnight would be willing to provide assistance.  

 

Mr. Lyon and Myra will meet to determine what the most beneficial location of sidewalks would be.  

 

Amy Gregory will review crash reports.  

 

 

 

 

 



5.  Candidate Sidewalk List Review and Ranking 

Committee Liaison Myra Glisson presented the following candidate sidewalk projects: 
 
When a sidewalk request is limited to a certain segment of a roadway, initial analysis will include a 
general evaluation of the greater corridor area. Overall features such as ditches and utilities will be 
documented and assessments will determine which segments along the corridor are feasible for 
sidewalk construction. If a school, park, or community center is located within the corridor, side streets 
that might benefit by being tied into the sidewalk network will be considered.  
 
The Association of Poinciana Villages (APV) listed the top three sidewalk requests for their community. 
They are; Palmetto Street, Allegheny Road, and Marigold Avenue.  
 
Palmetto Street runs east off Magnolia Avenue to the elementary school. This request is top priority for 
the APV. The sidewalk would start at the Dollar General store and run east to the existing sidewalk. Its 
main purpose would be to provide residents with a safe way to walk to the store. This additional section 
would provide a continuous sidewalk link to the intersection of Falcon and Coyote. Upgrades to 
intersections would include installing ADA detectible warning pads and concrete repairs. Myra and Tom 
Deardorff will determine the type of use which may modify the rating at the next meeting. 
 
Palmetto Street Sidewalk Rating 150 

 
The APV’s second request is for a sidewalk along Allegheny Road to link the community to the park. The 
project would start at Hatchineha Road N and end at Bayberry Street. This will give the public access to 
the new County Park.  Myra recommends constructing a sidewalk from the park entrance along the east 
side.   
 
There is adequate ROW in the area, however; APV is willing to work with us if additional ROW or 

easements are needed. Myra and Tom Deardorff will determine the type of use which may modify the 

rating at the next meeting.  

 
Allegheny Road Sidewalk Rating 115 
 
Marigold Avenue runs from Palmetto Street north to Walnut Avenue. This is third on the APV list of 
sidewalk requests. Marigold is on the unfunded list to be widened to four lanes. This needs to be 
considered when planning sidewalk placement. A new sidewalk is proposed from Palmetto Street to 
Walnut Street which will connect the school to the community center. The sidewalk would also give 
pedestrians a place to cross to access the Dollar General store.  
  

The correct project length is 7022 LF (1.33 miles). The New Sidewalk Rating Form lists it as 5646 LF. 

Myra and Tom Deardorff will determine the type of use which may modify the rating at the next 

meeting. 

  

Marigold Road Sidewalk Rating 130 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The County is no longer giving the Association Poinciana Villages $25,000 per year to assist with sidewalk 
construction.  
 

Committee Members questioned the scoring for the type of use rating because almost every candidate 

is given points for school use when within 2 miles of a school, even if the usage may not be for children 

to walk to school.  Tom Deardorff stated that there are ways to identify types of concentration of the 

elderly or some other usage and TPO planning staff might be able to make some suggestions. Myra will 

get with TPO and provide information at our next meeting. 

 

Citrus Ridge K-8 is a new school being built on Sand Mine Road. Sidewalk placement in the area is being 

reviewed, but not being considered for ranking at this time due to the fact the adjacent land is still 

vacant and development will be required to construct sidewalks. 

 

6.   New business 

No new business. 

 

7. Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 7:15. 

 

 

 

 

Abbreviations: 
CIP-Community Investment Program 
ROW-Right-of-Way 
TPO-Transportation Planning Organization 
SAC-Sidewalk Advisory Committee 
FY-Fiscal Year 
BoCC-Board of County Commissioners 

 


