
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sidewalk Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

Meeting Date: April 5, 2016 

Meeting Location: Neil Combee Administration Building (Room 413) 

Time: 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 



Attendees: 

Bill Beasley   Polk County, County Manager’s Office 

Jay Jarvis   Polk County Roads & Drainage Division 

 

Members: 

Bill Skelton   Polk County Roads & Drainage Division 

Joe Montoya   Polk County Roads & Drainage Division  

Amy Gregory   Polk County Roads & Drainage Division (absent with notice) 

Wade Allen   Polk County Roads & Drainage Division 

Xiomara Meeks   Polk County TPO 

Larry Hermes   Polk County School Board 

Sgt. Michael Bissett  Polk County Sheriff’s Office 

John Hansen, chairman  Commissioner Appointee District 1 (absent) 

Rebecca Leng   Commissioner Appointee District 2   

Charlotte Thomas  Commissioner Appointee District 3  

Thomas Hines   Commissioner Appointee District 4 

Anthony Lawrence  Commissioner Appointee District 5  

 

Non-Member: 

Myra Glisson   Polk County Roads & Drainage Division 

 

Community Guests: 

Rosa Hernandez 

Anally Hernandez 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1.  Roll Call and Introductions 

Thomas Hines called the meeting to order at 6:00. 
Roll call was taken.  John Hansen and Amy Gregory were absent. 
 
2.  Review and Approve Minutes 
Minutes from the March 8, 2016 meeting were approved. 
 
3. Old Business 
No old business was discussed. 
 
4.  Open Forum and New Business 
Anthony Lawrence distributed a document on behalf of Mr. Ron Clark. Mr. Clark is running for a position 
with the Polk County School Board and would like to collect as many signatures as possible to get on the 
ballot.   
 
5. Public Comment 
No public comment was made. 
 
6. Candidate Sidewalk List Review and Ranking 
Committee Liaison Myra Glisson presented the following unranked “candidate” sidewalk projects. All 
three are in the Combee area. Details were provided in order for the committee to make 
recommendations.  Items are intended to facilitate project prioritization. Action is at the discretion of 
the committee.   
 
North Eastside Drive 
Mr. Hayes is handicapped and requesting a sidewalk on North Eastside Drive. He lives on Colorado 
Avenue and has a difficult time getting to the pharmacies and the grocery store. Pedestrians have to 
access Walgreens via the railroad track. The railroad track is owned by CSX and also used by Amtrak. 
Hindrances for this project would include permitting by CSX, utility poles, ditches, and limited ROW. The 
driveway to the back of Walgreens is designed for delivery trucks and has no accommodations for 
pedestrians. 
 
Recommendation to rank this and consider safety factors.  
 
Fairway Avenue 
Mr. Hayes also requested a sidewalk for Fairway Avenue. Safety considerations are crossing a state road 
(no existing sidewalk and crosswalks present on US92) and a railroad track. There is no evidence of 
pedestrian traffic, but it is heavily traveled by vehicles.  
 
Recommendation to rank this and consider safety factors. 
 
An alternative to sidewalks on N Eastside Drive and Fairway Avenue may be the installation of paved 
shoulders on Main Street. This is not as ideal as sidewalks, but would offer a safer place to walk than the 
existing condition. Shoulders would be 3-4’ depending on existing conditions. ADA funds might be used 
in conjunction with the paving management program during resurfacing.  This would provide the safer 
alternative and allow pedestrians to travel to the newly installed sidewalks on Combee Road  - to the 
intersection of US92 and Combee where they can safely cross. 



 
Pisgah Place 
Children are walking in the road to get to Crystal Lake Middle School. Hindrances for this project would 
be drainage and driveway issues and ROW. It might be possible to take the sidewalk to Canton, and then 
switch it to the other side.  
 
Larry Hermes will get with the School to see if an alternate route can be recommended for review at 
next meeting. 
 
 
Updates from last year’s projects were given:  Chambliss Road project is complete.  
 
There will be a meeting tomorrow regarding Old Dixie Road Phase III. Permit to SWFMD will be 
submitted, plans package should be back by Friday or Monday. The contractor should be on board 
within 1-2 weeks. The sidewalk on the west side will tie in to Carol Road East, and continue to the 
school. Construction should start by May 1st and be completed by August 15th.  
 
The projects for Saddle Creek, Old Dixie, and Berkley Roads have been submitted for state funding. 
FDOT has agreed to take care of the portion from the Tenoroc High school, east to Old Dixie Highway, to 
the intersection at Saddle Creek. The missing segment of sidewalk was due to difficulty constructing 
adjacent to existing wetlands, and the FDOT accepted it as a safety project. It will tie in to the piece we 
did several years ago. They will also construct segments on Old Dixie Highway at Berkley.  
 
The FDOT has accepted the projects on two intersections on Lunn Road and Ewell Road, including 
replacing the existing bridge on Ewell Road, and, Crews Lake Road resurfacing from CR 37B (Lakeland 
Highlands Road), going east.  
 
Request has been made to the FDOT for assistance for sidewalks on Spirit Lake Road from SR 540 
(Winter Lake Road) south to Thornhill Road. There has been no response for the FDOT yet.   
 
Construction on the Bomber Road sidewalk will begin in June. FDOT will install turn lanes at Gerber Dairy 
Road and Spruce Road.  
 
Sidewalk construction on CR 655 (Rifle Range Road) from Bomber Road to 10th Street started yesterday 
(FDOT LAP project).  
 
Inwood ADA Phase One project has begun. HUD is assisting with this ADA project.   
 
Next month, sidewalk discussions will be about needs in the Auburndale area.  
 
Sidewalks on 30th Street in the area of Haines City High School will be reviewed before the end of the 
session. TPO:  The City of Haines City has submitted an application for sidewalks through TPO funding.  
 
All sidewalk considerations will be ready to be ranked at the July meeting. The SAC’s recommendations 
will be presented at the BoCC’s CIP workshop on August 24th.  
 
 
 



7.  Open Forum and New Business 
Anally Hernandez with the Young American Dreamers said their organization is excited about the 
sidewalk construction progress on Old Dixie Highway. They are very appreciative of the BoCC’s efforts.  
 
8. Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 6:50.  
 
 
  
 
  
Abbreviations: 
CIP-Community Investment Program 
ROW-Right-of-Way 
TPO-Transportation Planning Organization 
SAC-Sidewalk Advisory Committee 
FY-Fiscal Year 
BoCC-Board of County Commissioners 
FDOT – Florida Department of Transportation 
 
 


