
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sidewalk Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

Meeting Date:  September 20, 2016 

Meeting Location: Neil Combee Administration Building (Room 413) 

Time: 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attendees: 

George Lindsey   Polk County Commissioner District 1 

Bill Beasley   Polk County Manager’s Office 

Jay Jarvis   Polk County Roads & Drainage Division 

Tom Deardorff   Polk County Planning and Development Division Director 

 

Members: 

Bill Skelton   Polk County Roads & Drainage Division 

Joe Montoya   Polk County Roads & Drainage Division 

Amy Gregory   Polk County Roads & Drainage Division 

Wade Allen   Polk County Roads & Drainage Division 

Jean Parlow   Polk County Transportation Planning Organization 

Larry Hermes   Polk County School Board 

Sgt. Michael Bissett  Polk County Sheriff’s Office 

John Hansen, chairman  Commissioner Appointee District 1 

Rebecca Leng   Commissioner Appointee District 2 - absent with notice 

Charlotte Thomas  Commissioner Appointee District 3   

VACANT   Commissioner Appointee District 4 

Anthony Lawrence  Commissioner Appointee District 5 - absent with notice 

 

Non-Member: 

Myra Glisson   Polk County Roads & Drainage Division - absent with notice 

 

Community Guests:   

 

Other Guests: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

1. Roll Call and Introductions 
 Chairman John Hansen called the meeting to order at 6:04. Anthony Lawrence, Rebecca Leng 

and Myra Glisson were absent with notice.  
 
 Prior to the roll call, District 1 Commissioner George Lindsey started the meeting by thanking 

members for their service, discussing the addition of street lighting projects for  committee 
prioritization; and the need for a replacement member for Mr. Thomas Hines. Commissioner 
Lindsey told members they were welcome to recommend nominees for the Sidewalk Advisory 
Committee, as well as for other county lay boards. 

 
 Mr. Beasley added some remarks about the naming of the new appointment. His expectation is 

that someone would likely be named prior to the next meeting. Mr. Beasley continued by saying 
the Board was impressed and thankful for the project work load and selection process that staff 
and committee were undertaking. 

 
2. Review and Approve Minutes 

Sgt. Bissett made a motion to approve the August 2016 minutes.  Motion was seconded by Bill 
Skelton.  Minutes were accepted unanimously as submitted. 
 

3. Public Comment 
No public comment was made.   
 

4. Old Business 
 Roads & Drainage Director Jay Jarvis discussed the Resolution adding the charge for the 

committee to assist the Board in determining the priority of street light requests and the 
processes related to project determinations for committee review. Mr. Jarvis concluded that all 
requests would be reviewed with an emphasis on pedestrian safety requests. Mr. Jarvis also 
presented the revised street lighting rating form and asked the committee to familiarize 
themselves with the rating criteria.  

 
 Mr. Jarvis noted that corridor lighting requests would be limited to select intersections and 

wouldn’t involve the frontage between such intersections. 
 
 A discussion ensued about the Street Lighting Request Form criteria with Mr. Jarvis comparing 

similarities to the New Sidewalk Request Rating Form criteria and staff processing. Mr. Jarvis 
and Traffic Manager Amy Gregory answered related questions and clarified the “value” of the 
data gathering captured by the form. Examples were provided to help explain how the data and 
criteria work to help in project determination and prioritization.  

 
 A cut-off scoring question was raised. It was decided decision-making would likely occur on a 

”case-by-case” basis, dependent on the comparative merits and staff recommendations 
(particularly regarding technical aspects). Nighttime crash and pedestrian accident history would 
be primary determinants, but ultimately selection process would be akin to the sidewalk request 
process and projects would be approved by the collective judgement of the committee. 

 
 Mr. Jarvis indicated the funding available for street lighting projects was set at $250,000.00 per 

fiscal year. Further conversation about the scoring categories, criteria and circumstances related 
to requests. The comments section of the form was mentioned as a way to add valuable 
information (“contributing factors”) to help members decide. 

 



 Mr. Beasley asked the committee to adopt/endorse the form as presented. Wade Allen moved 
adoption and Larry Hermes seconded. 

 
 Mr. Jarvis continued by discussing changes to the New Sidewalk Rating Form. He posed the 

question about a minimum rating score threshold for projects to be considered at committee 
meetings. A discussion ensued about changes to New Sidewalk Rating Form prior to determining 
a minimum score for committee consideration.  Discussion led to Mr. Jarvis asking committee 
for input on changes to sidewalk rating form. Mr. Beasley and Mr. Deardorff weighed-in with 
their perspective and guidance. Jean Parlow added to the discussion with comments, including 
recommended countermeasures related to the TPO’s Pedestrian Safety Action Plan, also cited 
by Mr. Deardorff. 

 
 After extensive debate, the following changes to the New Sidewalk Rating Form were approved: 
 

Category 1: Road Classification 
• Collector Road = 10 pts. 
• Local Road = 5 pts. 
• NO CHANGE 

 
Category 2: Pedestrian Accident History (within the last 5 years) 

• Incapacitating Injury or Fatality = 30 pts. 
• Non-Incapacitating Injury = 15 pts. 

 
 Motion: John Hansen Second: Bill Skelton Approval: Unanimous 

 
Category 3: Logical Connection 

• School Connection = 30 pts. (Within 2 miles of school - links to school sidewalk network) 
• Linking Sidewalk = 20 pts. (Connects to transit stop(s), commercial/community areas) 
• Isolated Sidewalk = 10 pts. 
• NO CHANGE 

 
Category 4: Potential for Use (Data-Supported) 

• High = 15 pts. 
• Medium = 10 pts. 
• Low = 5 pts. 

 
 Motion:  Wade Allen Second:  Bill Skelton Approval:  Unanimous 
 

Category 5: Existing Sidewalk 
• Continuous sidewalk segment exists on the opposite side of roadway = Minus 20 pts. 
• ORIGINAL CATEGORY 5 DELETED.  
• CATEGORY 6 IS UNCHANGED AND BECOMES CATIGORY 5 

 
 Motion:  Bill Skelton Second:  Larry Hermes Approval:  Unanimous 

 
Category 6: Existing Right-of-Way (ROW) 

• Favorable = 10 pts. 
• Unfavorable = 0 pts. 

 
 

 



Category 7: Wetland Impacts 
• Favorable = 10 pts. 
• Unfavorable = 0 pts. 

 
 Category 8: Utility Impacts 

• Favorable = 10 pts. 
• Unfavorable = 0 pts. 

 
Category 9: Trees/Shrubs/Obstructions 

• Favorable = 10 pts. 
• Unfavorable = 0 pts. 

 
 Original Categories 7-10, changed to Categories 6-9 by the deletion of Category 5, were changed 
 to “favorable” and “unfavorable” only with corresponding point values of 10 and 0 (zero/none). 
 Motion was by   Chairmen Hansen and seconded by Bill Skelton with Wade Allen opposed. The 
 motion was carried 9-1.   
 
 A motion to accept changes to New Sidewalk Rating Form as a whole was similarly made, 
 seconded and approved. 
 
 It was also decided that leftover projects from past sessions would have to be re-rated by new 

form scoring. 
  

5. New Business 

 Mr. Jarvis again offered the SAC the opportunity to remove leftover unprioritized projects from 
future consideration based on a minimum score. After a brief discussion and input from Mr. 
Beasley, the committee determined/agreed that any decision about a cutoff of previously rated 
projects would be tabled until after those past projects were rescored according to the new 
rating criteria and point valuation of the revised  New Sidewalk Rating Form. 

 
 A new sidewalk request from Citrus Connection was presented by Jean Parlow related to a 

transit bus route change in Fort Meade to provide riders sidewalk access to bus stop. Mr. Jarvis 
assured Ms. Parlow the project will be among those presented and considered by the SAC 
during the 2017 session. 

  
6. Open Forum 

 There were no comments or other topics of discussion.  The committee agreed that the next 
 SAC meeting will be Tuesday, November 1.  

 
7. Adjournment 

Chairman John Hansen moved adjournment. Wade Allen seconded. The meeting was adjourned 
at 8:10 p.m. 
 
Abbreviations: 
CIP-Community Investment Program 
ROW-Right-of-Way 
TPO-Transportation Planning Organization 
SAC-Sidewalk Advisory Committee 
FY-Fiscal Year 
BoCC-Board of County Commissioners 


